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The Status Quo of “the Three Co-existing Capital Cities” of “the Wu Kingdom” in

the Spring and Autumn Period and the Narration of the Historical and Cultural

Status of the Ancient City of Suzhou: A Discussion of the Controversies over the

History of the Ancient City of Suzhou in the Past Thirty Years and a Commemoration

on the Two Thousand Five Hundred and Thirtieth Anniversary of the Foundation of
the Ancient City of Suzhou

WU Enpei
(Research Center of Wu Culture, Suzhou Vocational University, Suzhou 215104, China)

Abstract Recorded in the historical literature of past dynasties and confirmed by the modern archaeology, the
academic system of the regional historical culture of the Wu district in Jiangnan in the late Spring and Autumn
Period consists of four parts: “the Wu capital city” (i.e. the big Wu city), now known as the ancient city of Suzhou,
“the Li Palace” built by in the Wu Kingdom in the Spring and Autumn Period , now known as the ancient city of
Mudu, “the Helv City” in Wuxi, which was a military castle defending the capital city of Wu, and “the Nanwu
City” in Kunshan. The core elements are about the thesis recorded in the historical literature of past dynasties
and confirmed by the modern archaeology, which supports that “the ancient city of Suzhou”, now located in the
city center of Suzhou, was constructed in the Spring and Autumn period, and restored in the 36
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[1] . [v]. 2007 4.

28 WarringStates Period. This thesis is also proved by the fact that “the former capital city of the
Wu Kingdom” was named as “Wu County” governed by Kuaiji province in the Qin Dynasty. It accords with
the definition of “the capital city of the Wu Kingdom in the Spring and Autumn period” given to describe the
historical position of the ancient city of Suzhou in the file “A List of China’s First Batch of Historical and Cultural
Cities (24 cities)”, which is attached to “Notice of the State Council for the approval of the National Capital
Construction Commission for the Protection of Chinese Historical and Cultural Cities” (No.26, State Council File
[1982]) issued by the State Council in 1982. In 1986, when Suzhou held the celebration of the 2500 anniversary
of the construction of the city, there was no objection to the above academic system formed in history from the
state, the historical circle or the archaeological circle. After 1989, some scholars in the historical circle questioned
this academic system and even gave subversive opinions. For example, “the ancient city of Mudu” built by the Wu
Kingdom is “the big Wu city”. Another example is “the Helv City” in Wuxi is “the Wu capital city”. Influenced by
many factors, the status quo of the three co-existing capital cities of “the Wu Kingdom” in the Spring and Autumn
Period shows the chaos in the research of Jiangnan history, as it discards the historical theories and historical
traditions put forward by famous historians such as Wang Guowei and Li Xueqin. Hence, the paper sorts out the
formation and development of the above mentioned situation, points out countermeasures and expectations of the
celebration of the 2530 anniversary of the construction of the city, and most important of all offers solutions to the
chaos from the perspective of “the Wu capital” under the Chinese historical and cultural domain.
Key words Jiangnan history and culture  ancient city of Suzhou Wau capital Helv City ancient city of Mudu
controversy
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