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Author: Yang Huiling
Abstract: There are two elements defining the space, mode, aesthetic form, cultural character, and the
turns to prosperity and decline of any model for literature and art: the particular cultural background, and
activities centering round the model, such as composition, performance, criticism and theorization. The
distinguished families in regions south of the Yangtze River made most of the cultural background of
Kunqu opera. And they organized and supervised a large proportion of the related activities. Therefore,
the ecology of Kunqu opera was created by those distinguished families to a large degree. This cultural
ecology is not reproducible, and the decline of these families is invertible. With their decline, the
prosperity of Kunqu opera will probably be gone forever. It will not be helpful to advocate a renaissance
of Kunqu opera, using unrealistic ideas, using the writing and staging of new plays as remedy.
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