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Textual Research on the Life and Achievements of Zhang Xu
WANG Jia-hua

(Institute of Ancient Chinese Book Studies, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: Zhang Xu, a distinguished Chinese calligrapher of the Tang Dynasty who was venerated by pos-
terities as the “sage of cursive calligrapher”, enjoyed a high reputation for his calligraphic attainments among the
people of his time and beyond. His calligraphic style has never failed to occupy the focus of attention among people
of successive generations attempting for a detailed scrutiny. However, with regard to his life and deeds, few
investigations have been carried out by subsequent scholars. The most influential ones who did such investiga-
tions included Wen Yiduo, Guo Moruo, Zhu Guantian, Fang Lei, Ruan Tangming, etc., but their accounts
were incomplete and fragmentary. Herein, this paper, according to relevant records in literature and on the basis
of historical evidence, carries out a systematic investigation into the life and deeds of Zhang Xu, including his
birthplace, his style name and assumed name, his seniority among siblings, his lineage, his official career and
journeys, his educational background, etc. in the hope of making due contributions to efforts aimed at studying
the history of Chinese calligraphy.
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