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The maritin em erchants of Shanghai shipping business during the early Q ing p eriod
FAN Jin- min

(Deparment ofH story, Nanjing Unwersity N anjing210093, Chma)

Abstract During the early Q ing perbd Shanghai s posiion as the center of maritine transportation beween the North
and South China Seas was both the result of he changed stucure of canmod ity circu hton between the north and the south as
well as that of the nev economic polickes of he Q ng govemment Them aritme transportation played an irep laceable roke n
the early devebpmentofShanghai The bugeoning and p ik development of Shanghaiw as based on the hrge scak canmod ity
circulatons propelled by regionalm erchant groups from all over China Them aritin e m erchants of Shanghai canem amly from
Jiangsu, Zhejang Shandong and Fujian provinces whik the most poverful ones were fom Shanghai and the neaby Chong-
m ng and Nan ong areas Bigmaritm emerchant canm only owned tens of ships W ih i the shipp ng business canplicated re-
hitonsh ps existed not only betw een them aritme m erchants and the boatnk shipmasters and other crews but also between
the maritin em erchants and guestm erchants te soybean agents the oilcake agents the oil agents and the shipp ng agen ts
In Shanghaj maritin emexchants occupied the central place within the shipping business and they also p hyed the lead ng wle
for he other trades

Key words Q ng Dynasty Shanghaj maritin em erchants
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