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Ancient Suzhou City Layout in Terms of the Correlations Between Ancient

Literature and Archaeological Materials: The Archaeological Evidences for the

Construction of Ancient Suzhou City and the City Walls in the Spring and Autumn
Period and Its Renovation in the Warring States Period

WU En-pei
(Academy of Wu Culture, Suzhou Vocational University, Suzhou 215104, China)

Abstract: Theoretically based on Wang Guowei’s “Dual Evidence Method”, this paper expounds different situations
of the relationships between ancient literature and archaeological materials, and analyzes the layout of Suzhou ancient
city. The archaeological discoveries of Pingmen site in 1957, the ancient city wall site of Pingsi Road and the ancient city
wall of the north port of Changmen in 2011 are in accordance with the ancient literature of Suzhou, which recorded that
“the ancient Suzhou city as well as the city walls were built in the Spring and Autumn Period, and were constructed
in the Warring States Period.” This evidence supports Wang Guowei’s “Dual Evidence Method”, in which Wang says,
“written materials (ancient records)” should coincide with “new materials from underground (archaeological materials)”.
Meanwhile, this paper discusses some new views in focus, such as “the new discovery of the location of Wu City in
the Spring and Autumn Period” and “the earliest construction of Suzhou city beginning in Han Dynasty”, and lists the
refutation from the historical circle and the development of the above-mentioned new views. After the rational analysis
of the culture and ecology around Suzhou in the context of the co-existence of the three ancient “Wu capitals” proposed
so far, the paper puts forward the academic viewpoint of “to watch and insist with sense”
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