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A Literature Research and Interpretation of Suzhou City Walls’
Construction During the Spring and Autumn Period and
Renovation During the Warring States Period

WU En-pei “*
(a. Management Department b. Research Institute of Wu Culture, Suzhou Vocational University, Suzhou 215104, China)

Abstract: The paper testifies the existence of the city walls of Suzhou with a series of references, which include “the
entry into the walled city” when the Kingdom of Yue under the rule of Goujian conquered the Kingdom of Wu
as recorded in Chungqiu Jing, Zuo Zhuan, and Guo Yu. In addition, Shi Ji recorded that “the city walls of Wu was
tall and thick”, Wuyue Chungiu written by Zhao Ye showed that “Zixu...built a grand city with walls”, Yuejue Shu
recorded “the grand walled city of Wu” and Shiji Zhengyi written by Zhang Shoujie of the Tang Dynasty recorded
that “Zixu built the city of Helv and made it a capital, which is the present city of Suzhou”. The paper also proves
that the “Gate of Chu” “built by Prince Chunshen” during the Warring States period as recorded in Yuejue Shu
actually evolved from the “Gate of Pochu”. The ancient river system existed duirng the Tang Dynasty were
actually the relics of Huang Xie’s rule of Wu during the Warring States Period because Shiji Zhengyi mentioned
that Huang Xie’s measures of city renovation include “leading the water system inside the city northward and
making four vertical and five horizontal rivers, and all the rivers still exist today” during the Tang Dynansty.
The river system of ancient Suzhou still existing in the Tang Dynasty evolved into the “three horizontal and four
vertial” layout in the mid-Qing Dynasty. The paper sorts out this cultural phenomenon of Suzhou, which started in
the Warring States Period and lasted till the Qing Dynasty, and proves the fact that the city walls of Suzhou were
renovated during Huang Xie’s rule of Wu. All the above-mentioned literature lead to the distinct conclusion that
the city walls of Suzhou were constructed during the Spring and Autumn Period and renovated during the Warring
States Period.

Key words: city walls of Suzhou; construction during Spring and Autumn Period; renovation during the Warring States
Period; literature; research and interpretation
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